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EDITORIAL

Copy datesfor 2003
1 May,1 July,
1 September and

1 November.

Copy should be sent before the
appropriate date to:
The Newsletter Editor

IN THISISUE

May we have your veterinary
questions for the Veterinary
Corner? Dired theseto Mr Suart
MacArthur or to the

Newsl etter Editor.

TURTLE AIRLIFT: Needed are
some people willing to transport
some Red-ears from the following
areas.

Yorks, Lancs, Sutsex/Hants,
Devon/Cornwall.

FOSTER HOMES WANTED to
take are of some undersized Red-

earstill theyhavethe required 10cm

plastron length. Also for some
rejeded Red-ears needing TLC.
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ADOPT A TERRAPIN AND SAVE ITSLIFE

Those animals nat sporsored by their owners can still go to Carapax in Italy if they are
adoped. An adoption certificate with a phaograph d the terrapin up for adopion can be
obtained from the membership seaetary (seebelow) on recapt of a deque or postal order of
£25 -Youmay adopt asasingle person a agroup d people andfor asingle animal or more.
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[/We would like to adopt __ terrapin(s) so that it/they may go to Carapax in Itay and I/we
enclose acheque/postal order made out to THE BRITISH CHELONIA GROUP for the animal
to belooked after for life.

ADOPT ME!

Return to:
The Membership Secretary BCG, P.O.Box 146Q Bedworth, CV12 &R



THE 2003APPEAL “CARAPAX”

(If youwish to support the 2003 gopeal you can make
a donation when you renew your member ship by
adding the amount you wish to donate to the form or
you can send a separate donation by cheque or postal
order to the Membership Scretary BCG, P.O.Box
1460, Bedworth, CB12 ZR. Please make deques or
postal orders out to:” The British Chelonia Group”
and specify that you want the moneyto goto the
Carapax Appeal. Your gift will be put to good wse.)

BIODIVERSITY AT CARAPAX

The Brussels based RANA Group (Reptiles e¢ Amphibians de la Nature) has
creaed a programme for biodiversity in herpetofauna offering a placeto limited
numbers of Asian, South American, African and Australian turtles, for which
repatriation is excluded at present. CARAPAX has built a new installation with
habitat imitations of these areas. At the moment priority is given to the Asian
species of which there ae about 200 at the Centre. In most cases reproductionis
avoided for the moment as there is nowhere for the offspring to go but some
species are breeding successfully (indicated by *)

(Mauremys caspica*, Mauremys japonica*, M.mutica*, Orlitia borneoenss,
Cuora amboinensis, C.flavomarginata*, C.gabinifrons, Cyclemys dentata,
Sebenrockiella crassicollis, Indostestudo forsteni*, Platysternon megacephalum,
Ocadia sinensis, Sacalia bealel, Podiscus sinensis, Chinemys reveesi*, Pyxidea
mouhotii, etc.

BREEDING IN SITU

As RANA does with its CARAPAX centre for Mediterranean tortoises, it is
preferable to keep and lreed Asian tortoises in situ. Therefore plans are in hand
to crede an Asian centre based adong the lines of the set up a8 CARAPAX in
Camboda and to launch an internationa public avareness programme. Two
CARAPAX veterans have a loca basis in Osmosis and are looking into the
possibilities there. As Cambodiais extremely poa it needs help from outside and
a projed with an eco touristic management could be helpful for people and , of
course, for chelonians,

CARAPAX —SULCATA BREEDING SUCCESS

The new yea began with a grea success for the Carapax centre: after a long
incubation, from October 2002, the first babies of the giant African Sahel
tortoises hatched.



Carapax has kept these tortoises (scientific name Geochelone sulcata) since 19%4.
Most of these animals living at the @entre, originated from a shipment confiscated
a Amsterdam airport because of their mistreatment during their illegal
transportation from Africato the USA.

These animals are on the brink of extinction in their hot territories of the African
Sahdl. They live in the zone where the Sahara desert meds with the large African
savannas. Carapax has participated for yeas in a @nservation pogramme of
Geochelone sulcata in Africa.

Threeyeas ago, CARAPAX made the genetic discovery of the existence of two
sub-speaes, one eastern and ae western. This resulted in the geation of two
breeding groups at the entre. One group of 4 animals (two couples) originated
from “Mali” in western African and the other orignated from Ethiopia and the
Sudan. This scond goup, nealy extinct in nature, consisted until 2002 of three
females and one mae. The male is the 45 kg mascot of CARAPAX, named
Camillo. Camillo hes severa problems. he is short-sighted and realy blind,
probably due to the mnstant exposure to the strong African sun during his illicit
transportation from the Sudan to Egypt, from where he was exported with
falsified CITES documentation and therefore confiscated and then entrusted to
the RANA-CARAPAX group.

With this sad past, Camillo had nointention d reproduction and the attempts of
experts to help with this problem, were fruitless.

In May 2002 CARAPAX made an agreement with the British Chelonia Group,
whose members kept a few animals of this type, amongst which there was a
male, nicknamed “Bedky” by the English. Beaky entered the scene in style :
transported by a VIRGIN Aircraft, in the cdin as if he was a human passenger;
he becane the subjed of a BBC report as there were BBC reporters on board to
report on the Airlift from UK to Italy, Massa Marittima.

Bed&ky did not waste any time when he saw Camiill 0’ s three wives and his eff orts
resulted in 72 eggs put in the CARAPAX incubator with temperatures that
Imitate those of the African soil.

In the beginning d February the very first babies were born, an absolute first. It
Is hoped to launch asimilar centre to CARAPAX in the horn of Africa: proposals
have dready readed us from Somalia.

For the other sub-spedes a large @ntre has already been constructed in the
protected zone of Noflaye in Senegal. It will be inaugurated onthe 23  June of
this yea, as part of the World Congress for the Conservation d Chelonia. The
new centre was created with the backing o the Senegalese Government, the
European Union, the FAO, the lTUCN, the Canadian Consul in Senegal and many
other ingtitutions The project aims to protect, study, breed and re-introduce the
species back into nature. The running d the centre is entrusted to the FDR
(Foundation for Rural Development) and it is based on the eco-tourtistic model of



the TORMED centres, as is CARAPAX. Alrealy an entire Senegalese village
eans a living thanks to this centre. It is no exageration to say how much the
Senegalese ae convinced by thisinitiative.

African students will come to Carapax this yea for training which they will use
in their homeland when returning there.

At Cargpax we ae proud of these naturaistic developments and o the
collaboration between the peoples of this unique planet for the protection of our
unique environment and itsrich biodiversity. (Translation: Alan Spnney)
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PUZZLE CORNER

Trueor false?

Green turtles ometimes hibernate & the bottom of sandy bays.
Seaturtles cry whil e nesting, thus washing the sand from the eyes.
At least two mammals lay eggs via acloacalike delonians.
‘Terralba is the name of an albino terrapin rescued by Carapax.
Diabetes has been identified in western pond turtles.

Tortoises can occasionally lay two eggs fused together.

eUukrwdpE

For answers seethe small advertisements page.



CONSERVATION CORNER

IN QUEST OF THE BURMESE ROOFED TURTLE (Kachuga trivittata)

In ealy 2002 Dr Gerad Kuchling of the University of Western Australia asked
me if the BCG would help with the cost of areseach project to establi sh whether
the Burmese Roofed Turtle still existed in Upper Myanmar (Burma). This large
river turtle had not been recorded in Myanmar since 1935 but surprisingly a
youngfemale had been purchased in January 2002 by a Chinese turtle collector at
a food market in China who hed put its picture on the internet. This led Gerald
Kuchling to believe that the Burmese Roofed Turtle did indeed still exist, that it
must be very rare and that the Chinese turtle trade posed a thred to its survival.
Having aready helped Dr Kuchling with hs efforts to save the Western
Australian Swamp Tortoise (Pseudemydura umbrina) from extinction, the BCG
felt that this expedition to Burma for a few weeks was well worthy of support
and we alvanced him £500to help with his travelling expenses.

The following pieceis an abridgement of Dr Kuchling' s Report on the results of
his expedition written for the Myanmar Nature and Wildlife Conservation
Divison who gave him considerable support for his projed. The Ministry of
Forestry lent him one of its rangers, U Sein Aung Min, to help with the reseach
and to ad as interpreter. The aim of the project was not only to seewhether this
river turtle was still in existencein Burma but also to evaluate the factors which
thredened its existence and to explore the possibilities of establishing a G@ptive
assurance alony.

The methodemployed by Dr Kuchling was to explore some of the rivers where it
was thought the turtle was most likely to exist and to inverview the local
fishermen using photographs of turtle species to confirm the identity of any
Kachuga trivittatas. The questions ranged from identifying which river, tributary
or lake where this turtle had been seen and whether they were catured and
consumed locally, how the turtles were caught and wheter the eggs were
collected and eaten etc. etc.

The fishermen in one village did confirm that they had seen occasiondly the
Burmese Roofed Turtle duringthe dry season when the water was clea but
normally they did not catch it —they did na likeits mea — it had abad smell.
They had also seen some basking on logs at the edge of the water. The only ones
they had seen were young anes. It seemed that this turtle only existed where
human pressure was low. A local headsman said that they themselves had
introduced aban on killing and eating this particular turtle because they
considered the eggs much more alible and valuable than the turtles themselves,
they wanted to ensure they could continue to harvest the eggs. However, they had



found only one nest per yea on average with 40-50 eggs (they are like duck eggs

but dlightly more oval and with a soft shell).

The fishermen also agreed that this turtle had drasticdly deaeased compared to 5

or 10 yeas ago. Apparently gold miners had moved into the aeaand the water

had turned bladkish one night in May 1999. The river had increased in height and
huge numbers of dead fish and turtles were seen floating on the surface of the
water soon afterwards. Also traders had cometo the areainthelast 2 or 3 yeas
to buwy both turtles as well as the shells, presumably for the Chinatrade.

The surprise for Gerald Kuchling awaited hmin an entirely diff erent habitat.

During hisvisit to Myanmar he went to a Buddhist pagoda pond in Mandalay. He

knew that turtles and fish were frequently released byt Buddhists into the pagoda

ponds. “Freang” an animal or saving itslifeisregarded as a good deed allowing
the personto acarue merit. Asafurther good dead theturtles and fish are dso
offered food (mainly bread and popcorn) by the pilgrims. Dr Kuchling found in
the pond several hundred if not athousand turtles — the pond measured 50m by
70m and was about 1m degp. The water was densely green dueto agae blooms
init. All he could seewere the heads of turtles. He says. "After observingturtle
heads for about 30 minutes | suddenly saw at least two relatively large heads
emergingin the entre of the pond which | could not attribute to any turtle
species | have previoudly seen alive.” He goes onto describe their characteristics.

“ | immediately assumed that they could be the Kachuga trivittata species. These

turtles were extremely shy and remained in the eentre of the pond... .| wentto a

neaby park area, ripped off ahandful of grassand put it into the water near the

margin. | sat down and waited quietly for about 20 minutes. When eventualy it
started to grow dark at dusk these turtles with their yellow heads carefully
approached the grass and began to eat it. They had keeled shells with three
longitudinal strips. It became dea to me that they were indeed male and female

Burmese Roofed turtles. Later the two females were caught and transferred to

Mandalay Zoo and it was planned to catch the male turtle aso. They appeaed to

be in reasonably goad hedth and condition and | assumed that they had not been

in the pond for avery long time.”

Dr Kuchling, now that he has confirmed that the Kachuga trivittata does still

exist in Burma, albeit in very small numbers, has recommended a conservation

strategy that will permit this most sensitive and critically endangered species to
persist in the wild. He recommends:

a. more distribution and status surveysto be undertaken because of the arrent
steep decline in the species;

b. the establishment of agood captive breeding fadlity for the Kachuga trivittata
In Myanmar to accommodate any species confiscaied from theillegal trade or
specimens which may be doamed in the long run which appea in temple
ponds;



c. theprotedion d thewild propulation from exploitation. A positive step would
be to entice people nat to harvest al the eggs they find bu to leare some nests
to ensure some reauitment;

d. emlogica studiesof this edesbe caried out asabasisfor along term
conservation programme.

Dr Kuchling reports that two females and probably one male Burmese Roofed

Turtle ae currently inazoo in Mandaay being kept in a disused elephant bathing

pond. He reaommends the construction d a purpose-built facility therein order to

permit the @ptive breading o the Kachuga trivittata. Thisisrequired urgently
and the BCG has promised to consider helping with the funding of this project.

Finally, we congatulate Dr Gerald Kuchling onthe successof his expediton and

for his efforts to conserve one of the many critically endangered species of Asian

turtle,

BOB LANGTON, Conservation Officer



NEWSFROM THE REGIONS

LEICESTER TORTOISE SOCIETY (EAST MIDLANDS AREA)

Regiona Chairperson:

Jackie Tel: 01858-4312H  For further information phone the numbers given.
Paul Tel: 02476-311742.

MOT: 3 April. All medingstake placeat the first Thursday of the month.

WEST MIDLANDS AREA

Regiona Chairman:

Mr G Speas

Tel 01584 881338

Seaetary: Mrs B.Speas

“St Day”, Dumbleton Lane, Eardiston, nr.Tenbury Wells, Worcs WR15 8IR.
The Spring Meding at “The Sutton Arts Theatre”, Sutton Coldfield will now be
heldin ealy May andnatin April as previoudy stated. This date being more
convenient for our Speaker. Details of thiswill be given at alater date, and our
regional memberswill be natified nearer thetime. Our Regiona A.G.M. will
also be held on that day.

THE SOUTH WEST REGION

Tel Sueon 01275-333062.

All members are welcome & al our medings and events. For further information
please phone Sue. Website http://staff .bath.acuk/ensegh/swbcg.htm

The South West Committeewas re-elected en bloc, our events for 2003 are as
follows:

April 12 Wakey,Wakey at Cadbury Garden Centre, Congesbury nr
Bristol.

May 30 and 31 Bath and West show at Shepton Mallet

June 8 Summer trip

July 26 and 27 Seaet World week-end, nr. Highbridge, Somerset

September 27  Weigh-In at Clifton Cathedral

October 12 General Meseting at Clutton Village Hall at 3pm
Pauline Kidner, Monkeys and Elephants.

MERSEY SIDE REGION

Regiona Chairman:

Mr R.Webster, Tel 0151-348 4353 or 0151 342 5148

The next meding will be on October 10 , starting at 7.30 pm. Please ring to let us
know you are coming.

For al future medings please ring the number above or e-mall
regwebster @binternet.com



THE NORTH

Regiona Chairman:

Mr J.Thorpe.

Tel 0161-764707

Any member who wishes to be informed about future events in the North o
wants to offer help pease contact John Thorpe on 0161-7647078

INFORMAL MEETINGS

TORTOISE SOUTH EAST (ESEX/EAST ANGLIA REGION)

For information on tortoise haiday-homing, over-wintering , recuperation
services and further medings please contad Jane on 01621 891510 or Debbie on
01245-609902.

SURREY AREA
Occasiona medings. For details please contad Pat on (0181-399-2078

KENT/SE LONDON AREA

Tel Glenys on 0208-776-8926

Therewill be ameding on Sunday, 18th May 2003 at 2.30pm. Andreas Brieger,
avet with specialist interest in reptiles, from the Sevenoaks areawill be coming
to lead an open discusson and take questions. The theme will be “Tortoises and
Vets'.

For details of future events please phone Glenys onthe number above.

EAST KENT

Tel Linda or Dave on 01843 580678

Thanet Tortoise/Turtle and Terrapin Rescue.

Established 1985. We travel all over SE England collecting sick, injured and
found chelonia. If you would like advise please phone the number above or E-
mail: TortRescue@aol.com or write to P.O.Box 294, Margate, Kent CT9 1GL.

LINCOLNSHIRE AREA
Tel Jean on (L522-885989.
For details of any other medings please contact Jean above.

“3 COUNTIESTORTOISE CLUB” (GLOUCESTERSHIRE REGION)

For details about medings and venue etc. phone 01684-292210.

The date for the next meding is May 4 2003 and not April 27 as previousy
advertised, at the usua venue. Apologies for the change, but this is due to the
speaker being wnable to make the previous date. Our Speaker will be Mr Robin
Bone, MRCV S from the 608 “Vet Group’. The region raised nearly £600 during
2002 and we thank all members. It is hoped to make adonation to the Asian
Turtle breeding program at Munster Zoo during the yea after consultation with




the coommittee For further details or to be added to our mailingli st please contact
the number above.

STAFFS'DERBYSAREA

Paul or Joy on QL827-70027

If youwould like further information o future events please ring Paul or Joy on
the number above.

WELSH TORTOISE GROUP

Medings are held at Cadoxton Community Centre about 1 mile from the
Pensynor Wildlife Park in Neéah, al are welcome.

Contact Mike, Ash Veterinary Surgery, 6 Bruce Street, Mountain Ash,

Mid.Glam. CF45 3HF. Tel 01443-478300, Fax 01443-47824.

CARAPACE (WALESAND THE MARCHEYS)

Advicegiven at any time of day or night. Please contad David Lloyd Rees on
01792 P0828 for further detail s and offers of help. (Mobile: 7790 923963).

Postal address: 28Y LIlwyni, Pendant, Morriston, SwanseaCity and County of
Swansea SA6 6BL, South Wales.

DEVON/CORNWALL AREA

Tel Jenny 01395-568629.

CHESHIRE AREA

Our second Tortoise Day is planned for Saturday 17 May, 10am-4pm at

Poynton Methodist Church Hall, Civic Hall Car Park, Poynton, Cheshire. Free
help and advice, health checks, weigh-in, refreshments and crafts for sale. Slide
presentations, care sheets and raffle.

For further information phone Anne on (01625-87786b.

SUSEX AREA: Of interest to membersin thisareg THE SUSSEX

CHELONIA SOCIETY isawelfare organisation for members living in the

Sussex area It hads regular medings and isaues newsdletters. For more
information contact Sheilaon 01273-475680.

RED CLOVER SEED

The Conservation Officer is yet again making up hs padets of RED CLOVERSEED
which produces excellent nutritious food for tortoises. For ONE padket, please send
ONE first class samp as payment together with a stamped and self-addressed
envelope. If you want TWO or more padkets, please send TWO or more first class
stamps, as well as the SAE. The envelopes size9” x 4” or 22cms by 11cms ARE THE
MOST SUITABLE FOR UP TO THREE padkets. For best growing results, raise the
sedl in sead compost in a seal tray on thewindow sill or in the mnservatory etc. then
plant out in the garden when the seedlings show the second led fully formed. If you
grow the plants in a part of the garden where the tortoises do na roam, they will grow
into large heathy plants with penty of juicy leaves to pick in high summer. Please
addressyour orders to Bob Langton, 13 Springfield Road, Exmouth, Devon EX8 3JY.



SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

Members are advised that for the sale, hire, exchange or barter of some M editerranean
tortoises (Spur-thighed, Hermann’s, Marginated and Egyptian Tortoises) as well as the
Pancake Tortoises a licence is required. This licence is obtainable from D.E.F.R.A
(Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs), Temple House, (Zone 1/17) 2
The Square, Bristol BS1 6EB. Tel 0117 372 8691Website (on which licencing certificate
appears): www.ukcites.gov.uk

The Editor regrets that advertisements not quoting an individual number cannot be
accepted.

Members are dso advised to olserve alequate quarantine procedures when introducing new
animals to their existing stock and separate male and female tortoises to avoid the females
being molested or suffering stress Anyone selli ng hatchlings is urged to ask enquirers for their
B.C.G. membership nunber and to make sure the aiimals are not bought for resae.

FAMOUS TORTOISES a book by
J.GERLACH can be ordered drectly at a
cost of £8.80 (incl.p&p) by making out a
cheque or postal order to J.Gerlach and
sending it to J.Gerlach, 133 Cherry Hinton
Road, Cambridge, CB1 7BX.A second
book for young children, written and
illustrated by RON GERLACH, the
Conservation Officer of Silhouwette island,
Seychell es, can aso be ordered from Justin
Gerladh. The book is cdled: “ The
Tortoise who thought he was a Dodo”.
Price: £9.00incl. P&p

Mont Marche, Forest, Guernsey, GY8
OHB.

“JOLLY GREEN GIANT”
Autobiography of the nation's favourite
botanist and ou Patron, Profesor David
BELLAMY. Published by The Randam
House Group, 20 Vauxhall Bridge Road,
London SW1vVv 2SA.
(www.randamhouse.co.uk). Retaill price
£16.99, audio £899. Youcan buy at aBCG
discount (£15-- + free p&p) by speda
telephore order: Tel:01206 — 255800

“ON YOUR MARKS....” Is a new
Limited Edition pint by Pollyanna
Pickering, internationally  acclaimed

wildlife atist, depicting five hatchling
Leopard Tortoises Eadh image is
numbered and signed by the atist and ony
200 pints are to be produced. Available &
a cost of £35inc. postage and packing
from : KEN TAYLOR & SONS, 27 High
Stred, Swallownest, SHEFFIELD S26
ATT. For further information phore 0114
2872323 Please make dheques payable to
“Ken Taylor & Sons’.

“QUASIMODQO” the story of a tortoise
with colour plates for young children.
Cheques for £6.50 ,including postage, to:
Mrs A Evemy, Mason du Pre, La Rue






VETERINARY CORNER

Any questions— any answers!

Please if you have any suitable topics or questions | can be ontaded by email at
hohowet@aol.com by fax at 0113 2663048 oby post at THE TORTOISE CLINIC, 468a Street
Lane, Moortown, Leeds, LS17 6HA.

Veterinary Contribution:- ENDOPARASITESIN CHELONIA

A number of common and nd so common interna parasites may be found in chelonia

Nematode worms commonly occur in the intestines, notably ascarids (roundworms) and

oxyurids (pinworms)

- Single-cdled organisms such as flagellates (Trichomonas and Hexamita spedes), cili ates
(Balantidium coli) and coccidians (Cryptosporidium spedes) are sometimes present in the
intestines and/or urinary system
Trematodes (flukes) are occasionally seen in the gull et of wildcaught aquatic turtlesif they
have eaten the moll usc that ads as an intermediate host to the parasite.

Other parasites may also occur, but are outside the scope of this article.

Ron Rees-Davies, BV Sc, CertZooMed, MRCV'S, discusses the causes and opions avail able for
the preventive treament of endoparasites in exotic pets in Veterinary Times Dec 23 2002
The following extrads will be of particular interest to the owners of chelonia
Clients frequently ask whether or not to routinely treat for endgparasites. Parasitology is a vast
subjed, but general principles can be used to answer this, starting with some very basic
guestions abou what exadly these aitters are.
What isa parasite?
Surely we know what a parasite is: something living on or inside something else. A parasite
benefits from living in association with ancther organism, to the latter's detriment. A
commensal benefits from living in association with another organism withou harm.Mutualism
is where two arganisms live together to the benefit of both. Symbiosis is where two dfferent
spedes have to live together to survive. Many organisms are commensal or mutual at low
levels, but parasiti ¢ to the host at higher levels. Others are parasitic in ore host, butcommensal
in ancther.
Where do they come from?
Clients invariably blame a food source or bedding material, but in most cases the answer is
another host of the same or related species. Often the pet became infested via its parents bng
before wming into the owner's passesson; in the cae of tortoises, this could be severa
decales earlier. Parasites could come from ancother animal in the owner's colledion. There is
also a smal risk that ‘'wild sourced’ foods such as vegetation and earthworms may be
contaminated with parasites of endemic wil dlife spedes.
Why aren't they, a problem in the wild?
Essentidly, the vast mgority of these organisms are commensal when maintained at low
numbers by a healthy animal's immune resporse. Some may even be mutualistic, e.g. some
cili ate protozoa and oxyurid nematodes have physical or chemicd effeds oningested food that
aid digestion.In the wild, reinfestation would orly occur at low levels because cntact with
ingested faeces is limited - chelonians and lizards have huge territorial areas in the wild and
rarely return to the same spot.



Why are they a problem in captivity?

In captivity, dired oral contamination with faecd matter occurs much more commonly, and so
reinfestation rates and therefore parasite popuation numbers are much higher in captivity,
espedaly in poa husbandry condtions. At high popuation densities commensals become
parasitic. They can aso doso as aresult of deaeased hast immune responses because of other
debilit ating disease. Diseased animals often have alot of parasites, but the parasites aren't
necessarily the cause of the disease!

Suggested approach to preventive treatment of endoparasites of 'small exotic animals

For al 'exotics, a fresh faecd smear shoud be examined duing any clinicd examination.
Motil e protozoa (flagell ates, cili ates) may be missed if the sample is not examined urtil hous
later. Worms and larvae, which may not be found onflotation, can also be chedked for in the
faeces.

The author's flotation method for nematode ova and cocddia can be performed simply and
quickly. Mix faeces with a saturated salt solution and slightly overfill a25ml faecd sample paot.
Balance acover dip onthe fluid surface for five minutes and then quickly remove it, taking
with it the surfacelayer of salt solution containing any floating ova andoocysts. Place on a
glass $ide and examine under a microscope. Identificaion d any, ova foundis important in
canivorous ecies where the prey's parasites may be passed unchanged in the faeces.

Which spedesrequire which approach?
Having identified and, if possble, enumerated the parasite popuation, there are many factors
to take into consideration when assessng whether or not treatment is indicated. A few host
spedes are so commonly and heavily parasitised that routine treament can be recommended
without testing. This includes treament of tortoises (most species) for nematodes. In ather
casesthere are several fadors to consider:
Parasitic factors: potential to cause disease, numbers present, life cycle and likelihood d
further popuationincrease
Host factors. immune status, physiologicd state and spedes (vermectin shoud na be
used for chelonian ar canine patients)
Drug factors. availability of an effedive drug, susceptibility of the parasite to a safe
dosage regime, potential toxicity of the drug and limitations of the method d dosing
L egal factors: occasionaly alicensed drug will not be avail able for the cndtion

What drugs are available?

From a pradica perspective, these include metronidazole (for flagellates and cili ates), an
avermectin (for nematodes and aso many ectoparasites - but not for chelonia) and a
benzimidazole (for nematodes, some cestodes and pasbly some protozoa). Occasionally more
spedafic therapies may be required, e.g. praziquantel (for nematodes in turtles).

Adapted by C.Tilley from Prophylactic treatment of 'exotic pet' endopaasites by Ron
ReesDavies with permisson d Veterinarv Times.

Further reading:
Cryptosporidiosisis covered by Stuart McArthur in the Veterinary Corner in BCG
Newsletter No. 144, Nov/Dec2001
Parasites and the Biology of Chelonians by Dr R. Avery: TestudoVol.3 No.2, 1990




NATIONAL THEFT REGISTER —ANNUAL REPORT - CHELONIA

Once again | have much pleasure in presenting the anual Report re lost, stolen and found
tortoises for the year 2002 Similar to previous years, there has been a dlight increase in
reported cases during the last twelve months. A total of 67 separate cases were referred to the
office

Deding first with “Lost Reports’, the Register was natified of atotal of 30 tortoises discovered
misgng generaly from owners gardens (Yea 2001-27). Of that number | am pleased to state
that 10 were subsequently recovered and re-united, very often locally and via Press and
Publicity. In addtion ore was found drowned in the garden pod (of which we alvised
members generally of this hazard) and ancther case concerned a missng terrapin which was
later foundalive and well inits pond

A number of the lost animals were initially reported as golen but in fad had “dugin” and later
came to the surface. Certainly refuse sacks and grasscuttings beingremoved from gardens are
adanger to some tortoises who have “climbed in”. In addition to those lost and found we have
also received reports of a further 19 tortoises which have nat been identified and are being
caed for at sanctuaries etc. (Year 2001 — 13.

During 2002 there was an increase in thefts both from gardens and from pet shop/breeders.
Nine animals were stolen from a private colledion in Berkshire, eight from a Reptile Centrein
Cumbria, two in Essex, two in Worcestershire, seven from a deders in Cambridgeshire and
two in East Sussx. One cae which we would hope to resolve is the theft of the tortoise in a
caavan parked at Gordano Services, M.5 Bristol, whilst the owners were taking a bre& and
the caavan was towed away by thieves! The total number of theft cases was fifteen invalving
thirty eight animals (Yea 2002 — 11cases, 31 animals).

Liaison is maintained with the various Police Forces to whom we give much assstance in
relation to the thefts, mainly via Press Releases andcirculations. Organised crime is difficult
to combat but there has been some success with “casua or opportunist” thefts such as the
stolen tortoise from a house in Fareham, Hants in May which was traced to the window
cleaner. The padlice dedt with this incident and the window cleaner is not cleaning windows
any more!

Thisisatypicd caseof an unganned theft, taken “on the spur of the moment”. The alviceto
tortoise owners is to be particularly vigilant when any work is going on at the house or at
neighbaurs and nd to have the animals on show.

Thelad of paositive identificationis gill one of the main problems whenever the tortoise is lost
or stolen. The first question the Police ak is whether the stolen animal can be identified for
evidential purposes. At other times the missng tortoises fal i nto the wrong hands and dsputes
re ownership develop. For this reason we strongly recommend the “Fingerprinting System” to
assst in resolving such issues.

During the last year we have attended various Meetings, Symposia, Zoos and aher Colledions
with the Crime Prevention Displays in relation to the seaurity of theanimals which has been
most productive. Additionally, many members have been in contact seeking advice on hawv
better to proted their premises. All incidents of theft, Loss and Rewvery have been



disseminated to the Groups and aher Agencies viathecirculations which are dso pulished in
the Newsletters for the information o the membership.

Please mntinue to report al suspicious incidents and shoudd any member require Crime
Preventiorn/Seaurity advice or asgstance re CITES and Licensing, plesse cdl John on 01869
325699(Tdl/Fax).

JOHN HAYWARD, coordinator
NATIONAL THEFT REGISTER
(Mobile 07802 404929 Pager :07626 120425 E-mail:jh@ntr.supanet.com)

MAINTAINING MONSTERS

From childhoodl have kept tortoises and terrapins. The great fascination d this group of
animalsisther enormous diversity. From completely aguatic turtles through to desert living
tortoises they range in many different forms. In the aquatic range of fresh water turtles there
are some red MONSTERS, which can grow to an enormous sze. These | describe & “ Turtles
with Attitude”.

Thouwgh clealy nat for the beginner, these animals can provide very interesting captive
charges. Toill ustrate this, | set out some husbandry techniques, which have proved suitable for
the long-term maintenance of such turtles.

1. ALLIGATOR SNAPPING TURTLE (Macroclemnys temminickii)

Native of the southern states of the USA. Thisisone of the largest fresh water turtlesin the
world with adult males growing throughou their long life to sizes of 100bs plus.

In nature, they occupy the river drainage of the Misgsdppi and cccur throughou Louisiana,
Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, Alabama and Northern Florida. As aspedesthey are alapted to
life in flooded swamps, ox bow lakes and pond.

They arerelatively sedentary in habit, with limited range asindividuals, providing food and
water condtions are suitable. Males tend to be more mobile andin the breeding season, will
move éou seeking avail able females. Thissendentary nature means that in captivity they can
be maintained in relatively small aguaria or tanks. They shoud, however, be for the most part
kept singularly, as aggressve behaviour towards other turtles even their ownkind, can cause
seriousinjury.

A number of peoplein the USA regularly breed this pedes now in captivity. Asa
consequence, they are offered for sale a hatchlingsin limited nunbers. However, as
hatchlings, the diminutive size beliesits patential to grow to a monstrous adult! Before
anybody considers taking on such an animal as a captive, they must appreciate the future
dimension. The unique feaure of this edesisthe lure gopendage onitstongue. Thisis used
to attrad fish into its gaping jaws. — A redl living fish trag.

The hatchlings shoud be maintained in shall ow water. They are not goodswimmersandin
water too deep they may well drown. Optimum water temperature of 24-26 degrees centigrade
is satisfadory. Feeding principally on fresh fish, the turtle will thrive. It isimportant not to use
whale fish, which have previously been frozen asto my cost | have learnt abou the problem of
thiaminase poisoning.

Aswith all fresh water turtles, water quality is very important and filtrationis essential. With
large carnivorous turtles, their waste requires adequate treament to remove poll utants sich as



ammonia. External canister filtrationis probably the best for ease of maintenance. There ae a
number of manufadurers who produce good models for such a purpose.

With al aqueatic turtles, large quantiti es of particular matter can cause blockage and regular
attentionis required to keep the flow of the filter operating at acceptable levels.

From experience with this gedes, fish al and aher food particles coll ed aroundthe rubber
parts of the intake. Large snapping Turtleswill ea these parts. Therefore, becareful , it can
result in very expensive vet bill s. The Alli gator Snapping Turtle dong with its cousin the
Common Snapping Turtle ae really only suitable for institutions or spedalist keepers.

However, thereis agroup d smaller turtles from central and southern states of the USA. The
Kinosternidaearemore suitable for the private hobbyist. These mud turtlesare similar in
character to their monster cousins but because of size ae better suited to the home ajuarium.
The group comprises sme nineteen species, and takes its name fromthe hinged plastron.
They range throughou Central and North America and extend into South America

PAUL EVERSHELD

(At present there are terrapins offered for sale \via the trade of which littl eis known . Paul
Evesfield has produced some articles with care advice onfor instance mud turtles, snake-
nedked turtles etc. andthese will appear in Newdletters throughou the yer).

BCG FINE JEWELLE RY COLLE CTION. Credaed exclusively in solid Sct gold. With
catificate of authenticity. 9ct Cufflinks £198 Earrings £89 pair, Pendant and 18 Belcher
chain £158 Cheques made out to THE BRITISH CHELONIA GROUP and forwarded to The
BCG Fine Jewellery Colledion, PO Box 146Q BedworthCV12 9RZ Please add £350 p&p
andalow 7-10 daysfor delivery.

ANSWERS TO PUZZLE: Only 4 and 6 are false. The echidna and the duck-
billed patypus both lay eggs. Terralba is a town in Sardinia. Tortoises can
produce fused eggs, but they could never be actualy laid (they can produce fused
hatchlings, but they are within asinge eggshell).



THE NORTHERN
SYMPOSIUM

Date : Saturday, October 11 2003
Venue: Ledure Thedre, Chester Zoo

Cost : £25inclusive lunch, tedcoffee and all fadliti es, including zoo admisson a
£1650withou lunch, but with tedcoffee
(Please state preferencefor vetegarian ar non-vegetarian meal when bookng)

Time : Approx. 9.00am — 4pm

Spedkers 2 far include:

SUSANNE LIVINGSTONE- Researcher with Dr J.R.Downie, Institute of Biomedical andLife
Sciences, Univesity of Glasgow. Title of ledur to be confirmed but will probaldy concern
Leatherback Turtle research.

To book: please mntact me & the foll owing addressincluding a SAE. Cheques or postal
orders shoud be made ot to:
The British Chelonia Group.
John Thorpe, 10 Hadam Street, Bury, Lancs, BL96EQ. TEL : 0161 764 7078
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