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EDITORIAL

Copy dates for  2003
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 July,
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 September and
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 November.

Copy should be sent before the
appropriate date to:

The Newsletter Editor

IN THIS ISSUE
May we have your veterinary
questions for the Veterinary
Corner? Direct these to Mr Stuart
MacArthur  or to the
Newsletter Editor.

TURTLE AIRLIFT: Needed are
some people willing to transport
some Red-ears from the following
areas:
Yorks, Lancs, Sussex/Hants,
Devon/Cornwall .

FOSTER HOMES WANTED to
take care of some undersized Red-
ears till they have the required 10cm
plastron length. Also for some
rejected Red-ears needing TLC.

IN THIS ISSUE

Editorial..................................................2

Adopt a Terrapin....................................3

Carapax  Appeal................................. 4-6

Puzzle Corner.........................................6

Conservation Corner ..........................7-9

Cartoon...................................................9

News from the Regions..................10-12

Classified Advertisements.............12-14

Veterinary Contribution..................15/16

Lost Tortoise Annual Report ..........17/18

Maintaining Monsters.....................18/19

Northern Symposium...........................20

T O R T O I S E

C L I N I C & R E H A B I L I T A T I O N C E N T E R

k�l�m[lonqp7rbsutIvuw\x[l@y\w z�{�|*}•~\€q•9},‚*ƒ7„.…�~0ƒ7z�…o†[ƒoz�‡Uˆ�„�‰

Š�‹4Œ"Œ.•ŽŠ�‹4•�•D‘_’�‘�“.‘.”
•�–˜—�”™•š•D•™”�›4‘"”™•

œo•ož�ŸK T¡G¢,¢, ˜£�¤2¥G¢™¦
§U§�¡G ,§2¨�¥4£,¢,¢T©2Ÿ�£DŸ9ªS«�•@¬�¤

­.®"¯±°M²�²q³
´T³�µ�¶�°�³T°š·�¸™¹&°M²T²K³4´�µTµ�³�°Tº�»



ADOPT A TERRAPIN AND SAVE ITS LIFE

Those animals not sponsored by their owners can still go to Carapax in Italy if they are
adopted. An adoption certificate with a photograph of the terrapin up for adoption can be
obtained from the membership secretary (see below) on receipt of a cheque or postal order of
£25. -You may adopt as a single person or a group of people and for a single animal or more.

***************************
I/We would like to adopt ___ terrapin(s) so that it/they may go to Carapax in Italy and I/we
enclose a cheque/postal order made out to THE BRITISH CHELONIA GROUP for the animal
to be looked after for li fe.

Name.............................................................................................................................................

Address.........................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

ADOPT ME!

Return to:
The Membership Secretary BCG, P.O.Box 1460, Bedworth, CV12 9ZR



THE 2003 APPEAL “ CARAPAX”

(If you wish to support the 2003 appeal you can make
a donation when you renew your membership by
adding the amount you wish to donate to the form or
you can send a separate donation by cheque or postal
order to the Membership Secretary BCG, P.O.Box
1460, Bedworth, CB12 9ZR. Please make cheques or
postal orders out to:” The British Chelonia Group”
and specify that you want the money to go to the
Carapax Appeal. Your gift will be put to good use.)

BIODIVERSITY AT CARAPAX
The Brussels based RANA Group (Reptiles et Amphibians de la Nature) has
created a programme for biodiversity in herpetofauna offering a place to limited
numbers of Asian, South American, African and Australian turtles, for which
repatriation is excluded at present. CARAPAX has built a new installation with
habitat imitations of these areas. At the moment  priority  is given to the Asian
species of which there are  about 200 at the Centre. In most cases reproduction is
avoided for the moment as there is nowhere for the offspring to go but some
species are breeding successfully (indicated by * )
(Mauremys caspica* , Mauremys japonica* , M.mutica*, Orlitia borneoensis,
Cuora amboinensis, C.flavomarginata* , C.galbinifrons, Cyclemys dentata,
Siebenrockiella crassicollis, Indostestudo forsteni* , Platysternon megacephalum,
Ocadia sinensis, Sacalia bealei, Podiscus sinensis, Chinemys reveesi* , Pyxidea
mouhoutii, etc.
BREEDING IN SITU
As RANA does with its CARAPAX centre for Mediterranean tortoises, it is
preferable to keep and breed Asian tortoises in situ. Therefore plans are in hand
to create an Asian centre based along the lines of the set up at CARAPAX in
Cambodja and to launch an international public awareness programme. Two
CARAPAX veterans have a  local basis in Osmosis and are looking into the
possibil ities there. As Cambodia is extremely poor it needs help from outside and
a project with an eco touristic management could be helpful for people and , of
course, for chelonians.
CARAPAX – SULCATA BREEDING SUCCESS
The new year began with a great success for the Carapax centre: after a long
incubation, from October 2002, the first babies of the giant African Sahel
tortoises hatched.



Carapax has kept these tortoises (scientific name Geochelone sulcata) since 1994.
Most of these animals living at the centre, originated from a shipment confiscated
at Amsterdam airport  because of their mistreatment during their illegal
transportation from Africa to the USA.
These animals are on the brink of extinction in their hot territories of the African
Sahel. They live in the zone where the Sahara desert meets with the large African
savannas. Carapax has participated for years in a conservation programme of
Geochelone sulcata in Africa.
Three years ago, CARAPAX made the genetic discovery of the existence of two
sub-species, one eastern and one western. This resulted in the creation of two
breeding groups at the centre. One group of 4 animals (two couples) originated
from “Mali ” in western African and the other orignated from Ethiopia and the
Sudan. This second group, nearly extinct in nature, consisted until 2002 of three
females and one male. The male is the 45 kg mascot of CARAPAX, named
Camill o. Camil lo has several problems: he is short-sighted and nearly blind,
probably due to the constant exposure to the strong African sun during his illicit
transportation from the Sudan to Egypt, from where he was exported with
falsified CITES documentation and therefore confiscated and then entrusted to
the RANA-CARAPAX group.
With this sad past, Camil lo had no intention of reproduction and the attempts of
experts to help with this problem, were fruitless.
In May 2002 CARAPAX made an agreement with the British Chelonia Group,
whose members  kept a few animals of this type, amongst which there was a
male, nicknamed “ Beaky” by the English. Beaky entered the scene in style :
transported by a VIRGIN Aircraft, in the cabin as if he was a human passenger;
he became the subject of a BBC report as there were BBC reporters on board to
report on the Airli ft from UK to Italy, Massa Marittima.
Beaky  did not waste any time when he saw Camill o’s three wives and his efforts
resulted in 72 eggs put in the CARAPAX incubator with temperatures that
imitate those of the African soil .
In the beginning of February the very first babies were born, an absolute first. It
is hoped to launch a similar centre to CARAPAX in the horn of Africa: proposals
have already reached us from Somalia.
For the other sub-species a large centre has already been constructed in the
protected zone of Noflaye in Senegal. It will be inaugurated on the 23

¼B½

 June of
this year, as part of the World Congress for the Conservation of Chelonia. The
new centre was created with the backing of the Senegalese Government, the
European Union, the FAO, the IUCN, the Canadian Consul in Senegal and many
other institutions The project aims to protect, study, breed and re-introduce the
species back into nature. The running of the centre is entrusted to the FDR
(Foundation for Rural Development) and it is based on the eco-tourtistic model of



the TORMED centres, as is CARAPAX. Already an entire Senegalese village
earns a living thanks to this centre. It is no exageration to say how much the
Senegalese are convinced by this initiative.
African students will come to Carapax this year for training which they will use
in their homeland when returning there.
At Carapax we are proud of these naturalistic developments and of the
collaboration between the peoples of this unique planet for the protection of our
unique environment and its rich biodiversity. (Translation: Alan Spinney)
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**********************************

PUZZLE CORNER

True or false?
1. Green turtles sometimes hibernate at the bottom of sandy bays.
2. Sea turtles cry while nesting, thus washing the sand from the eyes.
3. At least two mammals lay eggs via a cloaca like chelonians.
4. 'Terralba' is the name of an albino terrapin rescued by Carapax.
5. Diabetes has been identified in western pond turtles.
6. Tortoises can occasionally lay two eggs fused together.

For answers see the small advertisements page.



CONSERVATION CORNER

IN QUEST OF THE BURMESE ROOFED TURTLE  (Kachuga trivittata)
In early 2002 Dr Gerald Kuchling of the University of Western Australia asked
me if the BCG would help with the cost of a research project to establish whether
the Burmese Roofed Turtle still existed in Upper Myanmar (Burma). This large
river turtle had not been recorded in Myanmar since 1935 but surprisingly a
young female had been purchased in January 2002 by a Chinese turtle collector at
a food market in China who had put its picture on the internet. This led Gerald
Kuchling to believe that the Burmese Roofed Turtle did indeed still exist, that it
must be very rare and that the Chinese turtle trade posed a threat to its survival.
Having already helped  Dr Kuchling with his efforts to save the Western
Australian Swamp Tortoise (Pseudemydura umbrina) from extinction, the BCG
felt that this expedition to Burma for a few weeks  was well worthy of support
and we advanced him £500 to help with his travelling expenses.
The following piece is an abridgement of Dr Kuchling’s Report on the results of
his expedition written for the Myanmar Nature and Wildli fe Conservation
Division who gave him considerable support for his project. The Ministry of
Forestry lent him one of its rangers, U Sein Aung Min, to help with the research
and to act as interpreter. The aim of the project was not only to see whether this
river turtle was still i n existence in Burma but also to evaluate the factors which
threatened its existence and to explore the possibil ities of establishing a captive
assurance colony.
The method employed by Dr Kuchling was to explore some of the rivers where it
was thought the turtle was most likely to exist and to inverview the local
fishermen using photographs of turtle species to confirm the identity of any
Kachuga trivittatas. The questions ranged from identifying which river, tributary
or lake where this turtle had been seen and whether they were captured and
consumed locally, how the turtles were caught and wheter the eggs were
collected and eaten etc. etc.
The fishermen in one vil lage did confirm that they had seen occasionally the
Burmese Roofed  Turtle during the dry season when the water was clear but
normally they did not catch it – they did not like its meat – it had a bad smell .
They had also seen some basking on logs at the edge of the water. The only ones
they had seen were young ones. It seemed that this turtle only existed where
human pressure was low. A local headsman said that they themselves had
introduced a ban on kil ling and eating this particular turtle because they
considered the eggs much more edible and valuable than the turtles  themselves;
they wanted to ensure they could continue to harvest the eggs. However, they had



found only one nest per year on average with 40-50 eggs (they are like duck eggs
but slightly more oval and with a soft shell).
The fishermen also agreed that this turtle had drastically decreased compared to 5
or 10 years ago. Apparently gold miners had moved into the area and the water
had turned blackish one night in May 1999. The river had increased in height and
huge numbers of dead fish and turtles were seen floating on the surface of the
water soon afterwards. Also traders had come to the area in the last 2 or 3 years
to buy both turtles as well as the shells, presumably for the China trade.
The surprise for Gerald Kuchling awaited him in an entirely different habitat.
During his visit to Myanmar he went to a Buddhist pagoda pond in Mandalay. He
knew that turtles and fish  were frequently released byt Buddhists into the pagoda
ponds. “Freeing” an animal or saving its life is regarded as a good deed allowing
the person to accrue merit. As a further good deed  the turtles and fish are also
offered food (mainly bread and popcorn) by the pilgrims. Dr Kuchling found  in
the pond several hundred if not a thousand turtles – the pond measured  50m by
70m and was about 1m deep. The water was densely green due to algae blooms
in it. All he could see were the heads of turtles. He says: "After observing turtle
heads for about 30 minutes I suddenly saw at least two relatively large heads
emerging in the centre of the pond which I could not attribute to any turtle
species I have previously seen alive.” He goes on to describe their characteristics.
“ I immediately assumed that they could be the Kachuga trivittata species. These
turtles were extremely shy and remained in the centre of the pond… .I went to a
nearby park area, ripped off a handful of grass and put it into the water near the
margin. I sat down and waited quietly for about 20 minutes. When eventually it
started to grow dark at dusk these turtles with their yellow heads carefully
approached the grass and began to eat it. They had keeled shells with three
longitudinal strips. It became clear to me that they were indeed male and female
Burmese Roofed turtles. Later the two females were caught and transferred to
Mandalay Zoo and it was planned to catch the male turtle also. They appeared to
be in reasonably good health and condition and I assumed that they had not been
in the pond for a very long time.”
Dr Kuchling, now that he has confirmed that the Kachuga trivittata does still
exist in Burma, albeit in very small numbers, has recommended a conservation
strategy that will permit this most sensitive and critically endangered species to
persist in the wild. He recommends:
a. more distribution and status surveys to be undertaken because of the current

steep decline in the species;
b. the establishment of a good captive breeding facil ity for the Kachuga trivittata

in Myanmar to accommodate any species confiscated from the illegal trade or
specimens which may be doomed in the long run which appear in temple
ponds;



c. the protection of the wild propulation from exploitation. A positive step would
be to entice people not to harvest all the eggs they find but to leave some nests
to ensure some recruitment;

d. ecological studies of this species be carried out as a basis for a long term
conservation programme.

Dr Kuchling reports that two females and probably one male Burmese Roofed
Turtle are currently in a zoo in Mandalay being kept in a disused elephant bathing
pond. He recommends the construction of a purpose-buil t facility there in order to
permit the captive breeding of the Kachuga trivittata. This is required urgently
and the BCG has promised to consider helping with the funding of this project.
Finally, we congratulate Dr Gerald Kuchling on the success of his expediton and
for his efforts to conserve one of the many critically endangered species of Asian
turtle,
BOB LANGTON, Conservation Off icer
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONS

LEICESTER TORTOISE SOCIETY (EAST MIDLANDS AREA)

Regional Chairperson:
Jackie Tel: 01858-431294     For further information phone the numbers given.
Paul    Tel: 02476-311742.
MOT: 3¢

£

 April. All meetings take place at the first Thursday of the month.

WEST MIDLANDS AREA

Regional Chairman:
Mr G Spears
Tel 01584 881338
Secretary: Mrs B.Spears
 “St Day” , Dumbleton Lane, Eardiston, nr.Tenbury Wells, Worcs WR15 8JR.
The Spring Meeting at “The Sutton Arts Theatre”, Sutton Coldfield wil l now be
held in  early May  and not in April as previously stated. This date being more
convenient for our Speaker.  Details of this will be given at a later date, and our
regional members will be notified nearer the time.  Our Regional A.G.M. will
also be held on that day.
THE SOUTH WEST REGION
Tel Sue on 01275-333062.
All members are welcome at all our meetings and events. For further information
please phone Sue. Website  http://staff .bath.ac.uk/ensegb/swbcg.htm
The South West Committee was re-elected en bloc, our events for 2003 are as
follows:
April 12

¤�¥

Wakey,Wakey at Cadbury Garden Centre, Congesbury nr
Bristol.

May 30
¤{¥

 and 31¦

§

Bath and West show at Shepton Mallet
June 8

§{¨

Summer trip
July 26

§{¨

 and 27
§{¨

Secret World week-end, nr. Highbridge, Somerset
September 27

©�ª

Weigh-In at Clifton Cathedral
October 12

«{¬

General Meeting at Clutton Village Hall at 3pm
Pauline Kidner, Monkeys and Elephants.

MERSEYSIDE REGION

Regional Chairman:
Mr R.Webster,  Tel 0151-348 4353 or 0151 342 5148
The next meeting wil l be on October 10

­�®

, starting at 7.30 pm. Please ring to let us
know you are coming.
For all future meetings please ring the number above or e-mail
regwebster@binternet.com



THE NORTH

Regional Chairman:
Mr J.Thorpe.
Tel 0161-764707
Any member who wishes to be informed about future events in the North or
wants to offer help  please contact John Thorpe on 0161-7647078

INFORMAL MEETINGS

TORTOISE SOUTH EAST (ESSEX/EAST ANGLIA REGION)
For information on tortoise holiday-homing, over-wintering , recuperation
services and further meetings please contact Jane on 01621 891510 or Debbie on
01245-609902.

SURREY AREA
Occasional meetings. For details please contact Pat on 0181-399-2078

KENT/SE LONDON AREA
Tel Glenys on 0208-776-8926
There will be a meeting  on Sunday, 18th May 2003 at 2.30pm. Andreas Brieger,
a vet with specialist interest in reptiles, from the Sevenoaks area will be coming
to lead an open  discussion and take questions. The theme will be “Tortoises and
Vets” .
For details of future events please phone Glenys on the number above.

EAST KENT
Tel Linda or Dave on 01843 580678
Thanet Tortoise/Turtle and Terrapin Rescue.
Established 1985. We travel all over SE England collecting sick, injured and
found chelonia. If you would like advise please phone the number above or E-
mail: TortRescue@aol.com or write to P.O.Box 294, Margate, Kent CT9 1GL.

LINCOLNSHIRE AREA
Tel Jean on 01522-885989.
For details of any other meetings please contact Jean above.

“3 COUNTIES TORTOISE CLUB” (GLOUCESTERSHIRE REGION)
For details about meetings and venue etc. phone 01684-292210.
The date for the next meeting is May 4

¯�°

 2003 and not April  27
¯{°

 as previously
advertised, at the usual venue. Apologies for the change, but this is due to the
speaker being unable to make the previous date. Our Speaker will be Mr Robin
Bone, MRCVS from the 608 “Vet Group” . The region raised nearly £600 during
2002 and we thank all members. It is hoped to make a donation to the Asian
Turtle breeding program at Munster Zoo during the year after consultation with



the committee.  For further details or to be added to our mail inglist please contact
the number above.

STAFFS/DERBYS AREA
Paul or Joy on 01827-700227
If you would like further information of future events please ring Paul or Joy on
the number above.
WELSH TORTOISE GROUP
Meetings are held at Cadoxton Community Centre about 1 mile from the
Pensynor Wildlife Park in Neath, all are welcome.
Contact Mike, Ash Veterinary Surgery, 6 Bruce Street, Mountain Ash,
Mid.Glam. CF45 3HF. Tel 01443-478800, Fax 01443-478242.
CARAPACE  (WALES AND THE MARCHES)
Advice given at any time of day or night. Please contact  David Lloyd Rees  on
01792 790828 for further details and offers of help. (Mobile:7790 923963).
Postal address: 28 Y Llwyni, Pendant, Morriston, Swansea City and County of
Swansea. SA6 6BL, South Wales.
DEVON/CORNWALL AREA
Tel Jenny  01395-568629.
CHESHIRE AREA
Our second Tortoise Day is planned for Saturday 17

±{²

 May, 10am-4pm at
Poynton Methodist Church Hall, Civic Hall Car Park, Poynton, Cheshire. Free
help and advice, health checks, weigh-in, refreshments and crafts for sale. Slide
presentations, care sheets and raffle.
For further information phone Anne on 01625-877865.
SUSSEX AREA: Of interest to members in this area, THE SUSSEX
CHELONIA SOCIETY is a welfare organisation for members living in the
Sussex area. It holds regular meetings and issues newsletters. For more
information contact  Sheila on 01273-475680.

****************************
RED CLOVER SEED
The Conservation Off icer is yet again making up his packets of RED CLOVER SEED
which produces excellent nutritious food for tortoises. For ONE packet, please send
ONE  first class stamp as payment together with a stamped and self-addressed
envelope. If you want TWO or more packets, please send TWO or more first class
stamps, as well as the SAE. The envelopes size 9” x 4” or 22cms by 11cms ARE THE
MOST SUITABLE FOR UP TO THREE packets. For best growing results, raise the
seed in seed compost in a seed tray on the window sill or in the conservatory etc. then
plant out in the garden when the seedlings show the second leaf fully formed. If you
grow the plants in a part of the garden where the tortoises do not roam, they will grow
into large healthy plants with plenty of juicy leaves to pick in high summer. Please
address your orders to Bob Langton, 13 Springfield Road, Exmouth, Devon EX8 3JY.



SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

Members are advised that for the sale, hire, exchange or bar ter of some Mediter ranean
tor toises (Spur-thighed, Hermann’s, Marginated and Egyptian Tor toises) as well as the
Pancake Tor toises a li cence is required. This li cence is obtainable from  D.E.F.R.A
(Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs), Temple House, (Zone 1/17) 2
The Square, Br istol BS1 6EB. Tel 0117 372 8691. Website (on which licencing certificate
appears): www.ukcites.gov.uk
The Editor regrets that advertisements not quoting an individual number cannot be
accepted.

Members are also advised to observe adequate quarantine procedures when introducing new
animals to their existing stock and separate male and female tortoises to avoid the females
being molested or suffering stress. Anyone selli ng hatchlings is urged to ask enquirers for their
B.C.G. membership number and to make sure the animals are not bought for resale.

FAMOUS TORTOISES  a book by
J.GERLACH can be ordered directly at a
cost of £8.80 (incl.p&p)  by making out a
cheque or postal order to J.Gerlach and
sending it to J.Gerlach, 133 Cherry Hinton
Road,  Cambridge, CB1 7BX.A second
book for young children, written and
ill ustrated by RON GERLACH, the
Conservation Off icer of Silhouette island,
Seychelles, can also be ordered from Justin
Gerlach. The book is called: “ The
Tortoise who thought he was a Dodo” .
Price : £9.00 incl. P&p

“ON YOUR MARKS….” Is a new
Limited Edition print by Pollyanna
Pickering, internationally acclaimed
wildli fe artist, depicting five hatchling
Leopard Tortoises. Each image is
numbered and signed by the artist and only
200 prints are to be produced. Available at
a cost  of £35 inc. postage and packing
from : KEN TAYLOR  & SONS, 27 High
Street, Swallownest, SHEFFIELD S26
4TT.  For further information phone 0114
2872323. Please make cheques payable to
“Ken Taylor & Sons” .

“QUASIMODO” the story of a tortoise
with colour plates for young children.
Cheques for £6.50 ,including postage, to:
Mrs A Evemy, Maison du Pre, La Rue

Mont Marche, Forest, Guernsey, GY8
0HB.

“JOLL Y GREEN GIANT”
Autobiography of the nation’s favourite
botanist and our Patron, Professor David
BELLAMY.  Published by The Random
House Group, 20 Vauxhall Bridge Road,
London SW1V 2SA.
(www.randomhouse.co.uk). Retail price
£16.99, audio £8.99. You can buy at a BCG
discount (£15.-- + free p&p) by special
telephone order: Tel:01206 – 255800.





VETERINARY CORNER

Any questions – any answers!
Please if you have any suitable topics or questions I can be contacted by email at
hohovet@aol.com by fax at 0113 2663048 or by post at THE TORTOISE CLINIC, 468a Street
Lane, Moortown, Leeds, LS17 6HA.

Veter inary Contr ibution:- ENDOPARASITES IN CHELONIA
A number of common and not so common internal parasites may be found in chelonia.
Nematode worms commonly occur in the intestines, notably ascarids (roundworms) and
oxyurids (pinworms)
·  Single-celled organisms such as flagellates (Trichomonas and Hexamita species), cili ates

(Balantidium coli) and coccidians (Cryptosporidium species) are sometimes present in the
intestines and/or urinary system

·  Trematodes (flukes) are occasionally seen in the gullet of wild-caught aquatic turtles if they
have eaten the mollusc that acts as an intermediate host to the parasite.

·  Other parasites may also occur, but are outside the scope of this article.
Ron Rees-Davies, BVSc, CertZooMed, MRCVS, discusses the causes and options available for
the preventive treatment of endoparasites in exotic pets in Veterinary Times Dec. 23³�´  2002.
The following extracts will be of particular interest to the owners of chelonia.
Clients frequently ask whether or not to routinely treat for endoparasites. Parasitology is a vast
subject, but general principles can be used to answer this, starting with some very basic
questions about what exactly these critters are.
What is a parasite?
Surely we know what a parasite is: something li ving on or inside something else. A parasite
benefits from living in association with another organism, to the latter's detriment. A
commensal benefits from living in association with another organism without harm. Mutualism
is where two organisms live together to the benefit of both. Symbiosis is where two different
species have to li ve together to survive. Many organisms are commensal or mutual at low
levels, but parasitic to the host at higher levels. Others are parasitic in one host, but commensal
in another.
Where do they come from?
Clients invariably blame a food source or bedding material, but in most cases the answer is
another host of the same or related species. Often the pet became infested via its parents long
before coming into the owner's possession; in the case of tortoises, this could be several
decades earlier. Parasites could come from another animal in the owner's collection. There is
also a small risk that 'wild sourced' foods such as vegetation and earthworms may be
contaminated with parasites of endemic wildli fe species.
Why aren't they, a problem in the wild?
Essentially, the vast majority of these organisms are commensal when maintained at low
numbers by a healthy animal's immune response. Some may even be mutualistic, e.g. some
cili ate protozoa and oxyurid nematodes have physical or chemical effects on ingested food that
aid digestion.In the wild, reinfestation would only occur at low levels because contact with
ingested faeces is limited - chelonians and lizards have huge territorial areas in the w ild and
rarely return to the same spot.



Why are they a problem in captivity?
In captivity, direct oral contamination with faecal matter occurs much more commonly, and so
reinfestation rates and therefore parasite population numbers are much higher in captivity,
especially in poor husbandry conditions. At high population densities commensals become
parasitic. They can also do so as a result of decreased host immune responses because of other
debilit ating disease. Diseased animals often have a lot of parasites, but the parasites aren't
necessarily the cause of the disease!

Suggested approach to preventive treatment of endoparasites of 'small exotic animals'
For all 'exotics', a fresh faecal smear should be examined during any clinical examination.
Motile protozoa (flagellates, cili ates) may be missed if the sample is not examined until hours
later. Worms and larvae, which may not be found on flotation, can also be checked for in the
faeces.
The author's flotation method for nematode ova and coccidia can be performed simply and
quickly. Mix faeces with a saturated salt solution and slightly overfill a 25ml faecal sample pot.
Balance a cover slip on the fluid surface for five minutes and then quickly remove it, taking
with it the surface layer of salt solution containing any floating ova and oocysts. Place on a
glass slide and examine under a microscope. Identification of any, ova found is important in
carnivorous species where the prey's parasites may be passed unchanged in the faeces.

Which species require which approach?
Having identified and, if possible, enumerated the parasite population, there are many factors
to take into consideration when assessing whether or not treatment is indicated. A few host
species are so commonly and heavily parasitised that routine treatment can be recommended
without testing. This includes treatment of tortoises (most species) for nematodes. In other
cases there are several factors to consider:
·  Parasitic factors: potential to cause disease, numbers present, li fe cycle and likelihood of

further population increase
·  Host factors: immune status, physiological state and species (lvermectin should not be

used for chelonian or canine patients)
·  Drug factors: availabilit y of an effective drug, susceptibili ty of the parasite to a safe

dosage regime, potential toxicity of the drug and limitations of the method of dosing
·  Legal factors: occasionally a li censed drug will not be available for the condition

What drugs are available?
From a practical perspective, these include metronidazole (for flagellates and cili ates), an
avermectin (for nematodes and also many ectoparasites - but not for chelonia) and a
benzimidazole (for nematodes, some cestodes and possibly some protozoa). Occasionally more
specific therapies may be required, e.g. praziquantel (for nematodes in turtles).
Adapted by C.Till ey from Prophylactic treatment of 'exotic pet' endoparasites by Ron
ReesDavies with permission of Veterinarv Times.

Fur ther reading:
·  Cryptosporidiosis is covered by Stuart McArthur in the Veterinary Corner in BCG

Newsletter No. 144, Nov/Dec 2001
µ Parasites and the Biology of Chelonians by Dr R. Avery: Testudo Vol.3 No.2, 1990.



NATIONAL T HEFT REGISTER – ANNUAL REPORT -  CHELONIA

Once again I have much pleasure in presenting the annual Report re lost, stolen and found
tortoises for the year 2002. Similar to previous years, there has been a slight increase in
reported cases during the last twelve months. A total of 67 separate cases were referred to the
off ice.

Dealing first with “Lost Reports” , the Register was notified of a total of 30 tortoises discovered
missing generally from owners’ gardens (Year 2001-27). Of that number I am pleased to state
that 10 were subsequently recovered and re-united, very often locally and via Press and
Publicity. In addition one was found drowned in the garden pool (of which we advised
members generally of this hazard) and another case concerned a missing terrapin which was
later found alive and well i n its pond.

A number of the lost animals were initially reported as stolen but in fact had “dug in” and later
came to the surface. Certainly refuse sacks and grass cuttings being removed  from gardens are
a danger to some tortoises who have “climbed in” . In addition to those lost and found, we have
also received reports of a further 19 tortoises which have not been identified and are being
cared for at sanctuaries etc. (Year 2001 – 13).

During 2002 there was an increase in thefts both from gardens and from pet shop/breeders.
Nine animals were stolen from a private collection in Berkshire, eight from a Reptile Centre in
Cumbria, two in Essex, two in Worcestershire, seven from a dealers in Cambridgeshire and
two in East Sussex. One case which we would hope to resolve is the theft of the tortoise in a
caravan parked at Gordano Services, M.5 Bristol, whilst the owners were taking a break and
the caravan was towed away by thieves! The total number of theft cases was fifteen involving
thirty eight animals (Year 2002 – 11 cases, 31 animals).
Liaison is maintained with the various Police Forces to whom we give much assistance in
relation to the thefts, mainly via Press Releases and circulations. Organised  crime is diff icult
to combat but there has been some success with “casual or opportunist” thefts such as the
stolen tortoise from a house in Fareham, Hants in May which was traced to the window
cleaner. The police dealt with this incident and the window cleaner is not cleaning windows
any more!

This is a typical case of  an unplanned theft, taken “on the spur of the moment” . The advice to
tortoise owners is to be particularly vigilant when any work is going on at the house or at
neighbours and not to have the animals on show.
The lack of positive identification is still one of the main problems whenever the tortoise is lost
or stolen. The first question the Police ask is whether the stolen animal can be identified for
evidential purposes. At other times the missing tortoises fall i nto the wrong hands and disputes
re ownership develop. For this reason we strongly recommend the “Fingerprinting System” to
assist in resolving such issues.

During the last year we have attended various Meetings, Symposia, Zoos and other Collections
with the Crime Prevention Displays in relation to the security of the animals which has been
most productive. Additionally, many members have been in contact seeking advice on how
better to protect their premises. All i ncidents of theft, Loss and Recovery have been



disseminated to the Groups and other Agencies via the circulations which are also published in
the Newsletters for the information of the membership.
Please continue to report all suspicious incidents and should any member require Crime
Prevention/Security advice or assistance re CITES and Licensing, please call John on 01869
325699 (Tel/Fax).

JOHN HAYWARD,  coordinator
NATIONAL THEFT REGISTER
(Mobile:07802 404929   Pager :07626 120425.  E-mail:jh@ntr.supanet.com)

MAINTAINING MONSTERS

From childhood I have kept tortoises and terrapins. The great fascination of this group of
animals is their enormous diversity. From completely aquatic turtles through to desert living
tortoises they range in many different forms. In the aquatic range of fresh water turtles there
are some real MONSTERS, which can grow to an enormous size. These I describe as “Turtles
with Attitude”.
Though clearly not for the beginner, these animals can provide very interesting captive
charges. To ill ustrate this, I set out some husbandry techniques, which have proved suitable for
the long-term maintenance of such turtles.
1. ALL IGATOR SNAPPING TURTLE  (Macroclemnys temminickii )
Native of the southern states of the USA. This is one of the largest fresh water turtles in the
world with adult males growing throughout their long li fe to sizes of 100lbs plus.
In nature, they occupy the river drainage of the Mississippi and occur throughout Louisiana,
Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, Alabama and Northern Florida. As a species they are adapted to
li fe in flooded swamps, ox bow lakes and ponds.
They are relatively sedentary in habit, with limited range as individuals, providing food and
water conditions are suitable. Males tend to be more mobile and in the breeding season, will
move about seeking available females. This sendentary nature means that in captivity they can
be maintained in relatively small aquaria or tanks. They should, however, be for the most part
kept singularly, as aggressive behaviour towards other turtles even their own kind , can cause
serious injury.
A number of people in the USA regularly breed this species now in captivity. As a
consequence, they are offered for sale as hatchlings in limited numbers. However, as
hatchlings, the diminutive size belies its potential to grow to a monstrous adult! Before
anybody considers taking on such an animal as a captive, they must appreciate the future
dimension. The unique feature of this species is the lure appendage on its tongue. This is used
to attract fish into its gaping jaws. – A real li ving fish trap!.
The hatchlings should be maintained in shallow water. They are not good swimmers and in
water too deep they may well drown. Optimum water temperature of 24-26 degrees centigrade
is satisfactory. Feeding principally on fresh fish, the turtle will t hrive. It is important not to use
whole fish, which have previously been frozen as to my cost I have learnt about the problem of
thiaminase poisoning.

As with all fresh water turtles, water quali ty is very important and filt ration is essential. With
large carnivorous turtles, their waste requires adequate treatment to remove pollutants such as



ammonia. External canister filt ration is probably the best for ease of maintenance. There are a
number of manufacturers who produce good models for such a purpose.

With all aquatic turtles, large quantities of particular matter can cause blockage and regular
attention is required to keep the flow of the filter operating at acceptable levels.
From experience with this species, fish oil and other food particles collect around the rubber
parts of the intake. Large snapping Turtles will eat these parts. Therefore, be careful ,  it can
result in very expensive vet bill s. The Alli gator Snapping Turtle along with its cousin the
Common Snapping Turtle are really only suitable for institutions or specialist keepers.

However, there is a group of smaller turtles from central and southern states of the USA. The
Kinosternidae are more  suitable for the private hobbyist. These mud turtles are similar in
character to their monster cousins but because of size are better suited to the home aquarium.
The group comprises some nineteen species, and takes its name from the  hinged plastron.
They range throughout Central and North America and extend into South America.
PAUL EVERSFIELD
(At present there are terrapins offered for sale via the trade of which littl e is known . Paul
Eversfield has produced some articles with care advice on for instance mud turtles, snake-
necked turtles etc. and these will appear in Newsletters throughout the year).

BCG FINE JEWELLE RY COLLE CTION. Created exclusively in solid 9ct gold. With
certificate of authenticity. 9ct Cuff links £198, Earrings £89 pair, Pendant and 18” Belcher
chain £158. Cheques made out to THE BRITISH CHELONIA GROUP and forwarded to The
BCG Fine Jewellery Collection, PO Box 1460, Bedworth,CV12 9RZ Please add £3.50 p&p
and allow  7-10 days for delivery.

ANSWERS TO PUZZLE: Only 4 and 6 are false. The echidna and the duck-
billed platypus both lay eggs. Terralba is a town in Sardinia. Tortoises can
produce fused eggs, but they could never be actually laid (they can produce fused
hatchlings, but they are within a singe eggshell).
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THE NORTHERN
SYMPOSIUM

·  Date     : Saturday, October 11Ì~Í  2003

·  Venue : Lecture Theatre , Chester Zoo

·  Cost     : £25 inclusive lunch, tea/coffee and all faciliti es, including zoo admission or
                    £16,50 without lunch,  but with tea/coffee
                   (Please state preference for vetegarian or non-vegetarian meal when booking)

·  Time     : Approx. 9.00am – 4pm

·  Speakers so far include:

SUSANNE LIVINGSTONE- Researcher with Dr J.R.Downie, Institute of Biomedical and Life
Sciences, University of  Glasgow. Title of lectur to be confirmed but  will probably concern
Leatherback Turtle  research.

To book : please contact me at the following address including a SAE. Cheques or postal
orders should be made out to:

The Briti sh Chelonia Group.
John Thorpe, 10 Haslam Street, Bury, Lancs, BL96EQ. TEL : 0161 764 7078
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