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GW 300 part 1

A SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY
Gilbert White 1720-2020
2020 is the year of the celebration of the 
anniversary of the 300th birthday of the 18th 
Century naturalist the Reverend Gilbert White, 
who is considered to be the father of ecology 
and conservation for his detailed investigation 
of the relationship between plants, animals and 
humans. Gilbert White is one of the most 
important names in Britain’s natural history. 
He was the author of the famous book “The 
Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne”, 
which has never been out of print since its 
publication in 1789.

Gilbert White’s home and garden in Selborne, 
Hampshire, is now an important museum and 
tells the story of Gilbert White, in the context 
of the spaces he lived and wrote in. White’s 30 
acre 18th Century garden has been recreated using White’s diaries and correspondence.
The museum, which is family friendly and interactive, also tells the stories of two explorers 
in the Oates Collections, the story of Lawrence Oates, who undertook the epic journey to 
the South pole with Captain Scott in 1912 and the naturalist Frank Oates and his travels 
through Central America and Africa during the nineteenth Century.

You may ask what the interest of the BCG is in this celebration? A tortoise living in a walled 
courtyard at a place Gilbert White visited regularly caught his attention and he remarked 
on its hibernation, habits, food preference and the fact it seemed to recognise its owner as 
the provider of food, ignoring other visitors. The tortoise, named Timothy, became Gilbert 
White’s property in April 1780 and received a lot of attention and observation on “its mode 
of life and propensities” during the following years. Timothy’s shell incidently, has been 
preserved and can be viewed in the Natural History Museum in London.

The fact that Timothy Tortoise had Gilbert White’s attention is, of course, the reason that the 
British Chelonia Group  is interested in this anniversary and has been asked to partake in 
the celebrations. The BCG hopes to have a stall on the actual birthday on 18th July 2020 in 
the museum grounds and may possibly host a “tortoise day’’ during the summer.

GW300 is a partnership dedicated to raising the profile of Gilbert White . During a partnership 
meeting at Gilbert White’s House and the Oates Collections on October 3rd 2019 the GW300 
partners celebrated the launch of a tree planting project at Selborne by East Hampshire 
District Council (EHDC) which plans to plant 120,000 trees across the district. The tree, an 
oak, is planted in the shadow of another great oak planted by Gilbert White himself as a 
10 year old boy in 1730.

We will keep you informed of the various family events planned for the celebrations, especially 
those at the Gilbert White and The Oates Collections  museum in Selborne, Alton, Hants, GU 
34 3JH. But for further information see also the new section of the Gilbert White’s  website:
https://gilbertwhiteshouse.org.uk - click on GW300 tab.

A portrait of the Reverend Gilbert White
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GW300 partners celebrate launch of EHDC tree planting project at Selborne

NEWS FROM THE REGIONS
AFFILIATED GROUPS

LEICESTER TORTOISE SOCIETY (EAST MIDLANDS GROUP)
Regional Chairperson: Jill, Tel 01509 553644
For further information and general enquiries phone the number above or
The Honorary LTS President Jackie Tel 01858-431294 
All our events are now on Facebook. All meetings take place on the first Thursday of the 
month at Blaby Social Centre.

WEST MIDLANDS TORTOISE GROUP (W.M.T.G.)
Contact number: 0121 454 2200.
Or phone the Chair, Tom Garner on 07748 888556 with offers of help to set up meetings.

THE SOUTH WEST GROUP
Tel Sue on 01275 333062.
Both members and non-members are welcome at all our meetings and events. For further 
information please phone Sue, the Regional Chairperson or Treasurer, Pete on 01460 
77268. Pete has set up an e-mail for reminders or any changes in details, if you wish to 
receive these please send “subscribe” to bcgswnews@googlemail.com
We have our own Facebook page, so why not follow us at British Chelonia Group South 
West Region.
Our meetings are being held in Felton Village Hall, which is very near Bristol Airport, just off 
the A38. The full address is: Felton Village Hall, West Lane, Felton, BS40 9UP. 
Future dates and meetings:
8th December: CHRISTMAS PARTY 12noon.

MERSEYSIDE GROUP
Regional Chairman: Mr R.Webster, Tel 0151 342 51 48. For all further information and future 
meetings please ring the number above or e-mail regswebster@yahoo.co.uk


